March 8, 2010

Jean Connaughton, Sandra Besse, Rudy Santos, Jo Jeffries, Dave Smith, Jackie Lindsay, and Bob Fitchenmeyer

Review of the GAF engineering documents 

CR
Made revisions of the first set of documents, 2 concerns and the configuration of bump outs and how many.

JC 
first phase from Center Street on.  3 Overhead lights after rounding the corner on to main street are these part of the Besse Phase?  

CR
They are a part of the Besse Phase.  Ultimately this project will include the whole downtown corridor   All street lamps will be replaced.  Very expensive to do all at once so we have to phase it.  We will have inconstancy.  We are trying to define phases at this time.  

JC 
What we started at last meeting concerning the bump-outs and it does dress up and allow us to put some trees.  The ultimate decision is to take some out 

BM
We took the vast majority out.  Except were will need the handicap accessible sidewalk.  Explination of handicap accessible ramps.  If we wanted to get a street tree we will not meet our EDA regulations so we need bump outs to put in trees.  Our goal was to put them in not just for the sake of traffic calming but let’s put them in there for traffic calming feature and will it also be used as a tree planter or a handicap accessible sidewalk.  

RS 
How many trees, what type?

BM
seven 

BM
non-invasive species, somewhat indigenous to this area, look to a local area nursery for suggestions.  What is available.     

CR 
There are two local urban street trees very hardy and drought resistant Lindon tiny little leaves low maint and very hardy.  Honey Locust do not get big.  Cleveland Pear lower canopy low maint and very ornamental into summer and nice foliage in the fall.            

RS
Base of the tree for the drainage?

Bm
Good point, stone bed with a mixture of top soil put in it.  Tree box is 10,000 a piece.  Best storm water management in the uptake of the plant itself.  Same type of setting in the engineered bedding with soil in it. 

JJ
Utility wires?

Bm 
some, the core is missing most of them, past Gaf engineering building is the first utilitiy pole.  All the remaining wires are underground.  The budget did not include putting those utilities underground.  The biggest problem is the pole mounted transformers very expensive.  Cost prohibitive cost.  

JC 
most utilities are out back behind main street., so in this phase there are none.  

BM
Talked to NSTAR about the utility poles any pole we put in we will be responsible for all the maint and installation costs that go along with Don’t know how the lights are accounted for now.  Including metering the power. I don’t know if they are accounted for now.  I don’t know if they are metered or not

RS
Should we involve maint.?

BM
Talked to Mark doesn’t seem to mind, kept him up to speed. He’s concerned about the durable surface for the crosswalk.   

SB
Can we put bump outs only where we have to have them. Eliminate the one’s that are just there.  I feel strongly that this is not a benefit.  Main street is not a huge street.  People are not going 50 mph thru it.  

BM
moving in that direction.  Explanation on the bump outs that were taken out. 

CR
Were you keep bump outs maximize its use

BM
It helps with access and business stimulation for the primary concerns

RS
Gathering ?  More access to have gathering places.  Do we have the room?

BM
Update benches and put trash recepticle at each bench

DS
There appears to be a few undesirables that use the benches 

JC
We have to volunteer to sit on the benches a few hours each day

CR
The benefit of eyes on the street.  More eyes less crime.  You make it more pedestrian friendly and helps with a whole host of problems 

JC
Jackie, any thoughts?  Responded on the homeless population

JC
What else we need to do today?

CR
Look at each individual bump out and look at the location

Examination of each bump out    

CR
Signage, 

JC
Any comments, any negative comments?

JC
Every body drive by the post office and look at it.

BM
A great meeting place

JC
look at the other materials

BM
2 products we are looking at.  One contractor on Thursday to look at his produce, and the other one is street print, our major concern is the cost. 

JC
To get the right person to install ?  Prevailing Rate for installation?

CR
 We are going to put out to bid and we are going to have take the lowest qualified bidder.  We can right into the specs that we want to know how much experience they have with the installation of the product.

 BM
One is a thermal plastic products, one is a sheet bonded to asphalt and one is poured and stamped in attached to the concrete at the job site 

CR
One thing to consider is the ease of installation

JC
What is the next step

CR
I think what kind of paver to choose we need to wait till the meeting next Thursday for the costs and practical recommendations that will fit in the budget and we should be able to do.

JC
Selection of the lights

